UNITY CANDLE

WEDDING CEREMONY

Family and friends, we have gathered here this evening for the purpose of joining __________ and __________ in holy matrimony.

Who gives this woman to this man in holy wedlock?

There is a desire within each of us, in the deep center of ourselves that we call our heart. We were born with it and it never dies. We are often unaware of it, but it is always awake. It is the human desire for love. Every person on this earth yearns to love, to be loved, to know love. Our true identity, our reason for being, is to be found in this desire. 

Love is what brings us here, the love shared between __________ and __________.
In Corinthians 13, love is described as this:
Love is patient; love is kind. Love is not envious, boastful, arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way: it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrong doing, but rejoices in truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. And now where faith, hope, and love abide, the greatest of these is love.
__________ and __________, you have chosen each other to share the rest of your lives in the sanctity of marriage. 
Marriage is a commitment to life - to the best that two people can find and bring out in each other.
It offers opportunities for sharing and growth which no other human relationship can equal, a physical and emotional joining that is promised for a lifetime.
Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life's most important relationships. A wife and a husband are each other's best friend, confidant, lover, teacher, listener, and critic. 

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller; memories are fresher; commitment is stronger; even anger is felt more strongly, yet passes away more quickly.
Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid. It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing love through the seasons of life.
When two people pledge to love and care for each other in marriage, they create a spirit unique to themselves, which binds them closer than any spoken or written word. 
Marriage is a promise, a potential, made in the hearts of two people who love, which takes a lifetime to fulfill.
__________ and __________, realizing the sanctity of this holy covenant you’re about to make, please join together your hands. 

__________, do you take __________ to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?
"I Do"

__________, do you take __________ to be your husband? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

"I Do"
__________, I know that you possess a token of your love and affection to give your bride, which will be a seal of this Holy covenant.
From the earliest times, the circle has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol of committed love. An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commitment of love that is also never ending. 
As often as either of you looks at this symbol, I hope that you will be reminded of the commitment to love each other, which you have made today.
__________, place this ring on the wedding finger of your bride and repeat after me.
I, __________, take you, __________, to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for richer for poorer, for better for worse as long as we both shall live. With this ring I thee wed.

__________, I also know that you possess a token of your love and affection, to give your groom, as a seal of this Holy covenant.
__________, invested with the same significance as the ring you have just received, it is a circle, indicating the longevity of your love and your endless devotion.

__________, place this ring on the wedding finger of your groom and repeat after me.
I, __________, take you, __________, to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for richer for poorer, for better for worse as long as we both shall live. With this ring I thee wed.
Through the love and illumination of God, your paths have come together, and in this symbolic ceremony, you will each take a lighted candle, representing your previous separate pathways, and together you will light the Unity candle, symbolizing your willingness to walk life's pathways together as one.

You may now proceed in the lighting of the candle. 

Bride & Groom light the Unity Candle

May God forever bless this marriage.

And So It Is!
Now by the authority given me by the laws of this state, and in the presence of God and these assembled witnesses, I pronounce you Husband and Wife, no longer TWO but ONE, in destiny, in interest, in love, and in life.
__________, You May Kiss Your Bride!
Ladies and Gentlemen
I Present To You for the First Time
Mr. and Mrs. __________
